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As representatives of the Origi-
nal Highlands Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (OHNA), the one that has
been serving the neighborhood since
1975, we feel obliged to comment
on some of the recent eventsin our
neighborhood and some of the re-
cent Courier-Journal articles.

The dedicated group of neighbors
who have raised their voicesin op-
position to the misuse of our neigh-
borhood by rowdy bar patrons have
done agood job of helping to focus
the attention of the city leaders and
the media on our plight. Addition-
aly we empathize with their con-
cern andlovefor our neighborhood.
However, this group of neighbors
has now formed a“new” neighbor-
hood association also calling them-
selvestheOriginal HighlandsNeigh-
borhood Association. While initial
efforts by these neighbors was in-
strumental in focusing on the bar
issue, the creation of another neigh-
borhood association is unneeded
and confusing for the neighborhood.
It hasonly divided usand distracted
usfrom theissuesfacing our neigh-
borhood.

Additionally we feel that the
most recent articles published inthe
Courier Journal do aterrible disser-
vice to those who have worked for

months and years on these issues.
Thesearticlesaso significantly dis-
tort our quality of lifeinthe Origina
Highlands. Every community has
problems, but despite our
neighborhood’sproblems, itisstill a
great neighborhood. It is an insult
to those neighbors, city leaders, and
businessownersto insinuate that the
only reason for any of the recent
changes is because of athreat of a
wet/dry vote. The OHNA since
1975 has served as a voice for the
neighborhood. The OHNA hashbeen
instrumental inworking toimprove
living conditions in our neighbor-
hood. We have a wonderful com-
munity here and our goal isto main-
tain our quality of life through an
open dialoguewith ALL our neigh-
bors, including the bars.

The recent actions towards reso-
[ution of our problemswere built on
afoundation laid by dedicated neigh-
borsover thelast several years. The
OHNA (1975) has worked hard to-
wards addressing issues of parking,
litter, noise, and crime by organizing
neighborhood clean ups, participat-
ing in parking studies, holding infor-
mational meetings, attending relevant
planning hearings, learning state and
local liquor laws,. Wealsoinitiated
the development of aneighborhood
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plan, which hasfinally been funded
by the Metro government after
years of requests.

The OHNA manages day- to-
day issuesof the neighborhood, such
as up keep of community property
and quarterly newsletters to keep
neighbors informed. We aso are
focused on strengthening and build-
ing community by organizing social
and fund-raising events, such as
gardentours, movienights, and holi-
day dinners. We work to maintain
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aneighborhood we can all be proud
of and we certainly have many
peopleto thank for working with us.
Councilman Tom Owen has
worked with us in a multitude of
ways, including: 1) helping usto un-
derstand local and stateliquor laws
2) bringing thisissueto the attention
of the Mayor’s office and other
community leaders 3) securing fund-
ing for the neighborhood to help de-
velop our neighborhood plan 4) help-
ing secure the feasibility study for a
potential parking garage on Baxter
Ave, and 5) beginning a process for
ustoinstall aresidential parking per-
mit plan, if we so choose. We must
also credit Mayor Jerry Abramson
and his office for recognizing these
issues. All of these initiatives were
well underway before the mediaat-
tention focused on the bar issue.
We also appreciate the efforts
of the business owners who have
formed a new business association
and have employed new effortsin
security and trash cleanup. These
owners have been actively involved
for the past six months monitoring
theirinitiativesand willingly listen-
ing to neighbors needsand trying to
adjust as necessary. It has been a
rough and slow process to develop
aworking plan for theseissues, but
the most recent security and trash

plans have been met with significant
amounts of appreciation.

Most importantly, al of theresi-
dentswho are currently involved and
have been involved behind the
scenes for the past several years by
meeting and discussing the issues
withlocal officials, developing rela-
tionships with business owners,
learning ABC laws, helping organize
the bars into an association, and
collecting signaturesfor petitions.

We have an incredible commu-
nity, one where people can walk to
local businesses and know all of
their neighbors. Therefore, our
neighborhood association iscommit-
ted to NOT ONLY homeowners,
BUT AL SO renters, property own-
ers, and business owners as well.
Undoubtedly, westill havemany is-
sues to resolve and will always
striveto improve our neighborhood,
but we must be committed to resolv-
ing issues and achieving improve-
ments through cooperative efforts
with neighbors, business owners,
and city officials. While this ap-
proach may sometimes seem slow
and frustrating, it achieves a result
that goes much further in building a
strong community over thelong run.

Thank you, The Original Highlands
Neighborhood Association - Since 1975
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*Free Phone/Free Accessories

*No Deposit for Cellular Service

*Great Pre-Paid Cellular Deals

*$14.95 per month Unlimited Internet

*$19.99/mo. Home Phone Services...
Includes Features

(www.online-communications.com)

Call Today!

(502)

583-7265
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*Pagers $20.00 Out the door
*Great Unlimited Internet Prices
*Fantastic Satellite Prices

(Some restrictions apply)

keep Louisville weird.
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WE NEeep You!

The OHNA-Since 1975 needs Volunteers
and Board Members. If you are interested
in volunteering or serving on the board
please send the following information to:
OHNA

P.O. Box 4194

Louisville, KY 40204
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